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Christmas starts early.

The Delaware Courts, the Attorney General and the Delaware legal community have started Christmas early this year.  Members of the Bench and Bar are preparing for a trial to begin the week of December 13, 2004.  This is not a typical hearing.  In fact, it is being prepared for public school children throughout the State.  On trial will be the one and only Kris Kringle.  According to Richard K. Herrmann, partner in the law firm of Blank Rome LLP, and producer of the event, 20th Century Fox has granted permission for the State to reenact the courtroom scene of the classic film Miracle on 34th Street.  The hearing will be presented 12 times, 6 at the New Castle Courthouse, 3 presentations at the Courthouse in Dover and 3 in Georgetown.  “The response from the schools has been incredible,” said Herrmann.  “The event was completely booked in all three counties within 24 hours due to outstanding coordination by the Administrative Office of the Courts.”

The Honorable Henry duPont Ridgely, recently appointed to the Supreme Court of the State of Delaware, will preside.  “We hope the hundreds of children participating in the re-creation will learn about the legal system first hand and in a Holiday spirit,” said Justice Ridgely.  Ridgely had signed onto the project as President Judge of the Superior Court but wants to continue his role as trial judge one more time.  “It is not unusual for a Supreme Court Justice to be designated to participate at the trial level when circumstances require,” he said.  “And I cannot think of a better cause.”

Attorney General M. Jane Brady intends to be on hand to represent the State in this important case.  According to Brady, “I am a firm believer in educating children early.  The more they understand the Justice System, the easier it is for them to live within the Rules.  This presentation is a tremendous vehicle to teach basic court procedure to the kids throughout the State.”

Kris Kringle’s counsel, Vincent J. Poppiti, partner at Blank Rome LLP and formerly Chief Judge of the Family Court, is used to dealing with children.  “All too often,” says Poppiti, “children only see the unfortunate or sad aspects of the legal system.  The System is really very positive and has much to offer.  This will provide a real civic experience to all.”    R. H. Macy, owner of Macy’s Department store,  is played by Chris Mourse, director of the Corporate Counsel Technology Institute at the Widener University School of Law and the Court Bailiff is played by Sarah Lubin,  Manager of Community Affairs,  Administrative Office of the Courts. 

And of course there is Kris Kringle.  But you already know about him.  

The event is being presented under the direction of Thomas J. Russo, president of DOE Technologies, Inc., a Delaware technology firm that has strong ties to the Delaware legal community.  Russo looks at the project as a “wonderful way to give back to the Delaware legal community.”
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